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3 MAY 2022. On Tuesday the third day of May 2022, the Presbytery met at Innerleithen Church and by Zoom at 7 pm for Ordinary 

Business. The meeting began with a reading, John 21: 1-17 (Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish), given by Rev. Graeme Glover. 

The Moderator, Rev. Victoria Linford, continued her series of reflections on beautiful works of art, referencing on this occasion 

Raphael’s “Feed my Sheep” based on this passage in John, followed by the famous Flemish tapestry using Raphael’s design. She 

then constituted the meeting in prayer. 

 

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES: There were present 11 Ministers (8 in the Church and 3 by Zoom) and 24 Elders (18 in the 

Church and 6 by Zoom), whose names were recorded by the Clerk in the attendance book. The name of one Corresponding Member 

in attendance was also noted, as were seven apologies. 

 

WELCOME TO REV. GRAEME GLOVER: The Moderator warmly welcomed Mr Glover to his first meeting of Presbytery 

following his induction to the charge of Galashiels Church of Scotland on Thursday 3rd March 2022. 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING ON 1 MARCH 2022:  This was submitted and approved with one amendment to the Report of the 

Vacancy Procedure Committee on page 144 relating to the “Vacancy in the Selkirk Cluster”, which should read “Rev. George Shand 

has agreed to be Interim Moderator from June and, in the absence of an Interim Moderator at present, Rev. Rosie Frew kindly 

moderated a short Session meeting on Monday 21 February 2022 to appoint Rev. Scott Guy as Locum”. 

 

MINUTE OF MEETING ON 3 MARCH 2022: This was submitted and approved with one amendment to the Sederunt and 

Apologies on page 146: this should now read  “There were present 11 Ministers and 11 Elders, as well as two Ministers from other 

Presbyteries, whose names are recorded in the attendance book. Apologies are also recorded in the book”. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS: The Order of Business was approved as circulated. 

 

COMMISSIONING OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONERS 2022 

The Moderator read out the names of those appointed by Presbytery to be members of the forthcoming General Assembly:  Rev. Dr 

Tony Foley and Prof. Murray Campbell, Rev. Malcolm Jefferson and Mrs Pamela Kennedy, Rev. Victoria Linford and Miss Dorothy 

Small, Very Rev. David Arnott and Mrs Karen Ritchie, Very Rev. Finlay Macdonald and Mrs Elizabeth Parker. They were 

commissioned in prayer and charged by the Moderator to be diligent in fulfilling their duties as Commissioners. The Moderator 

then led the Presbytery in prayer for the Commissioners and for the work of the Assembly. 

 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE: 

Prof. Murray Campbell, Convener, presented the Report of the Business Committee, which Presbytery received. 

1. Presbytery noted with appreciation that Mr Christopher Blunt (former Treasurer of Maxton and Mertoun) has completed his 

examination of Presbytery’s accounts for 2021.   

2. Presbytery noted that Rev. Geoff Hewitt, retired minister of the United Reformed Church, kindly agreed to conduct worship in 

Lauder Church on 1 May 2022, including administration of the Sacrament of Baptism. 

3. Presbytery noted that Elders’ Commissions for 2022-2023 should be returned to the Clerk by 1 June 2022 using the form on 

page 2 of the Papers. 

4. Presbytery noted that the Business Committee has considered various options for a temporary appointment to be offered to 

Mrs Pamela Kennedy following completion of her final placement as a Candidate for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament and 

that the Business Committee’s preferred option is a ministry post focusing on church planting in Cardrona (with ordination 

into a ministry post in Innerleithen, Traquair and Walkerburn).  Presbytery agreed that this option is now taken forward by the 

Business Committee, in consultation with Mrs Kennedy, Rev. Fraser Edwards, the Faith Nurture Forum and Rev. Graham 

Duffin (Mrs Kennedy’s current placement supervisor) and that the Business Committee reports to Presbytery at its next 

meeting. 

5. Presbytery noted the Business Committee’s recommendation that Rev. Victoria Linford continue as the Moderator of 

Presbytery until the new Presbytery of Lothian and Borders is established, assuming that this is approved by the General 

Assembly of May 2022. 

6. Presbytery agreed that the June meeting of Presbytery will be held in Innerleithen Church (with a Zoom option for those who 

wish to attend online).  Presbytery noted that it is proposed that the September meeting of Presbytery is held in Stow Church, 
at 7 pm for the sacrament of Holy Communion, and thereafter for ordinary business. 

7. Presbytery agreed that Galashiels Church of Scotland may make available for housing Ukrainian refugees the former Trinity 

Church Manse in Galashiels, now vacant and no longer required, subject to all necessary approvals and appropriate input from 

the Kirk Session and the Church of Scotland central offices. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Governance: Mr David Brackenridge, Convener, presented a brief report from the Governance Committee regarding the annual 

Inspection of Records, which took place satisfactorily on Thursday 31 March 2022 in Innerleithen Church. He thanked all those 

who took part and added that Property Registers may take a little longer than normal to be returned. The Presbytery Clerk reported 

that she would be happy to return Minister’s Log Books for 2021 and added that a few had not yet been submitted. 
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Mission and Service: Fiona Burnett, Convener, addressed three subjects in her oral report. Firstly, she reminded Presbytery that 

the application forms for the Annual Conference on October 1st, distributed to Session Clerks, should be returned to Graeme Donald 

by the end of June. Secondly, she updated Presbytery on the report submitted by the World Mission Group, emphasising the huge 

problems in Lebanon. Tom Burnham had passed on the distressing news that 5 members of Earlston’s twin Church in Tripoli had 

been drowned when trying to escape to Cyprus as refugees. Thirdly, she presented a brief report on Presbytery Minister’s Study 

Leave Fund, which came in too late to be circulated beforehand.  Rev. Malcolm Jefferson has applied to the Minister’s Study Leave 

Fund to facilitate him to attend a retreat at the end of the General Assembly Week (27th-29th May) organised by Greenwood Retreat. 

He is not being charged for the actual retreat but is requesting support from the Presbytery Fund for travel expenses in the region of 

£100 and will confirm exact costs nearer the time. Rev. Jefferson has not yet drawn any financial support from the Fund in his ten 

years of ministry.  It is therefore proposed that the request be granted with the amount set as up to £100, depending on expenses 

incurred. Presbytery received the report, agreed to Rev. Jefferson’s application for travel expenses in order to attend the Greenwood 

Retreat, Ardnamurchan, from 27th to 29th May at a cost of up to £100 and accepted the deliverance as a whole. 

 

Property and Stewardship - Proposed Sale of Earlston Manse: Isobel Hunter, Convener, reported on two matters.  Firstly, as 

indicated in her written report, the Committee strongly approved the unanimous decision of the Kirk Session of Earlston Parish 

Church to sell the Earlston Manse and to allow them to get the agreement of the General Trustees to the sale. Presbytery received 

the report, noted that Earlston Kirk Session have taken the decision to investigate selling the Manse in Earlston, and have no 

objection to them proceeding with this plan, subject to the required permissions. Secondly, she addressed the matter of the Church 

of Scotland’s Asset Management Building Audit (AMBA), which is proving quite complicated for representatives of congregations 

to complete. She was happy, therefore, to report that Andrew Isherwood, a former Property Convener, had kindly agreed to liaise 

with representatives of the congregations to ensure correct and timely completion of the audits. Funds for this are available, and the 

cost of Mr Isherwood’s services would be based on some sample audits done in conjunction with Keith Simpson, Presbytery’s 

Property Convener. 

 

PRESBYTERY MISSION PLAN COMMITTEE: Mr Graeme Donald, Convener, provided an update which he described as 

more of a “thank you” than a report. He was hugely grateful for the 85% response to the Mission Plan Questionnaire, which had 

been used to set out an initial draft Mission Plan reflecting the requirements of the Mission Act. He has already received constructive 

comments on the draft Mission Plan, which would develop in tandem with the Asset Management Building Audit. He then set out 

a timeline for taking forward the Mission Plan. At the June meeting of Presbytery, it was hoped to set aside time to consider the 

content of the revised Presbytery draft Mission Plan.  From September - November Presbytery may well return to the draft Mission 

Plan in the light of comments received from the Nurture Forum and the General Trustees. The October Presbytery Conference 

focusses on aspects of mission, from which may emerge the early stages of a Mission Toolkit, and by November we must have 

resubmitted our draft Mission Plan for final approval. He then gave examples of general questions on mission that had been raised: 

• Why is it that numbers attending services and membership of the church continue to fall in spite of lively descriptions of local 

mission in practice or being planned? 

• Why is the Church of Scotland trying to close around 40% of church buildings when most, if not all of them, are seen to be 

valued community assets? 

• Given that the Church of Scotland own the buildings, why are the General Trustees not declaring closures instead of expecting 

Presbyteries to complete this distasteful cull? 

• Why are parish ministers so well protected by the Mission Act? 

• When a charge has been in vacancy for many, many months why is it still required to send thousands of pounds annually to the 

central Church yet seem to receive very little in return for its financial contributions? 

• In the absence of ordained ministers and the growing demands on parish ministers why does the Church of Scotland not set out 

to identify and train lay Kirk Session Moderators from members of the local parish church or charge? 

The Convener concluded that the Committee looked forward to receiving responses to the initial Draft Mission Plan in the coming 

weeks: the Committee’s job is not to defend the present initial draft Mission Plan but to amend it as best they can in accordance 

with Presbytery’s wishes as it is a Presbytery-wide Plan. He asked that questions and comments came in written form. 

 

LOTHIAN AND BORDERS PRESBYTERY STEERING GROUP: Prof. Murray Campbell reported that the draft Overture and 

Basis of Union on the proposed new Presbytery of Lothian and Borders had been accepted, subject to minor corrections, for formal 

presentation to the General Assembly.  If this is approved, the Steering  Group will continue the work of transition. Several Sub-

Groups had been formed to address issues such as finance and how the new Presbytery will operate, including a proposal for a full-

time Presbytery Clerk to be appointed to work with the Steering Group in advance of the proposed first meeting of the new 

Presbytery on 23rd January 2023. There followed a lively discussion relating to issues such as the necessity for a full-time salaried 

Clerk when there are so many other calls on financial resources, how the Mission Plans being developed in the current Presbyteries 

will be taken forward in the new Presbytery, practical aspects on when and where the Presbytery will meet, and the role of our 

current Presbytery Elders when the new Presbytery is created. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, the Presbytery adjourned to meet for Ordinary Business on Tuesday 28 June 

2022 at 7 pm in Innerleithen Church, with a Zoom option for those who wish to attend online, of which public intimation was made, 

and the sederunt was closed with prayer. 

Moderator 

 

Assistant Clerk 

https://greenwoodretreat.com/

